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This  exhibition  celebrates  an  artistic  miheu  of  the  1950s. 
Our  hope  is  both  to  re-introduce  the  poetry  of  Frank  O'Hara  and  to 
show  it  surrounded  by  the  art  that  inspired  and  sustained  him. 


FRANK  O'HARA  1962 


AUTOBIOGRAPHIA  LITERARIA 


When  I  was  a  child 
I  played  by  myself  in  a 
comer  of  the  schoolyard 
all  alone. 

I  hated  dolls  and  I 
hated  games,  animals  were 
not  friendly  and  birds 
flew  away. 


If  anyone  was  looking 
for  me  I  hid  behind  a 
tree  and  cried  out  "I  am 
an  orphan." 

And  here  I  am,  the  - 
center  of  all  beauty  ! 
writing  these  poems  ! 
Imagine !  ^^^^ 


"Involved"  was  a  favored  word  in  the  1950s.  The  late  poet  Frank  O'Hara  (1926-66)  was  involved 
in  a  passion  for  beauty  that  was  near  boundless.  O'Hara  saw  beauty  where  for  most  it  would  have 
gone  unnoticed.  His  concerns  were  as  myriad  as  life's  can  be;  but  of  the  ordinary  he  made  something 
special. 

His  greatest  gifts  were  undoubtedly  as  a  poet  but  all  of  O'Hara's  artistic  endeavors  are  graced  with 
a  wit  and  penetrating  sensitivity  he  enjoyed,  and  must  have  suffered  from,  while  alive.  His  generosity 
is  legendary,  for,  as  it  happened,  he  was  an  extraordinary  friend  to  many  different  people. 

A  great  number  of  those  friends  were  painters  and  sculptors,  some  of  whom  are  known  as  abstract 
expressionists.  The  fifteen  or  so  years  beginning  in  1950  which  O'Hara  spent  in  New  York  City  were 
the  halcyon  days  of  the  New  York  school. 

As  a  poet  O'Hara's  tools  necessarily  differed  from  those  of  the  painters,  but  his  attitude  did  not. 
Both  he  and  they  attempted  an  uncensored  recording  of  existence.  As  O'Hara  noted,  feelings  were 
their  facts. 

The  spontaneous  brushwork  of  the  paintings  has  a  counterpart  in  O'Hara's  conversational  poetry. 
For  all  these  artists,  the  immediate  freshness  of  the  material  is  paramount.  They  used  many 
themes— not  only  from  life  but  from  living. 

O'Hara's  work  is  in  this  exhibition  because  he  was  a  man  so  inextricably  involved  with  the  creative 
forces  of  his  time  that  he  made  art  even  as  he  wrote  it. 


This  exhibition  is  a  collaborative  effort  of  six  Helena  Rubinstein  Fellows  in  Museum  Studies 
participating  in  the  Independent  Study  Program  for  the  Fall  Semester  1973. 

The  Independent  Study  Program  is  a  function  of  the  Whitney  Museum's  Education  Department 
under  the  direction  of  David  Hupert  and  coordinated  by  Toba  Tucker. 

The  Independent  Study  Program  is  sponsored  by  the  Helena  Rubinstein  Foundation  and  by  grants 
from  the  Andrew  W.  Mellon  Foundation  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts. 

We  are  grateful  to  John  I.H.  Baur,  Director,  for  his  interest  and  help  with  this  exhibition.  We  also 
thank  the  staff  members  of  the  Whitney  Museum  for  their  cooperation. 
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Coming  Up  1966 

Oil  on  composition  board 
Stele  and  Lawn  1967 

Oil  on  composition  board 

Harbor  and  Green  Cloth,  II  1958 
Oil  on  canvas 

The  Anvil  1959    Oil  on  canvas 

Blue  Territory  1955 

OU  on  canvas 
Arden  1961     Oil  on  canvas 
Flood  1967 

Synthetic  polymer  on  canvas 

Frozen  Sounds,  No.  1  1951 

Oil  on  canvas 
The  Crest  1959    Oil  on  canvas 

Dial  1956    Oil  on  canvas 

Sweden  1959    Oil  on  canvas 

Magenta  and  Blue  1950 
Oil  on  canvas 

White  Target  1957 
Wax  and  oil  on  canvas 

Frank  O'Hara  1960    Oil  on  wood 
Lent  by  Elaine  de  Kooning 

Mahoning  1956    Oil  on  canvas 
Dahlia  1959    Oil  on  canvas 

Landscape,  Abstract  1949 

Oil  on  paper 
Woman  and  Bicycle  1952 

Oil  on  canvas 
Door  to  the  River  1960 

Oil  on  canvas 

The  Guardian  1960    Oil  on  canvas 
Hemlock  1956    Oil  on  canvas 

N.R.F.  CoUage  No.  1  1959 
OU  and  collage  on  paper 

N.R.F.  Collage  No.  2  1960 
Oil  and  collage  on  paper 

No.  27  1950    Oil  on  canvas 

The  Garden  Road  1962 
Oil  on  canvas 


Milton  Resnick 
Larry  Rivers 

SCULPTURE 
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David  Smith 


Low  Gate  1957    Oil  on  canvas 

Double  Portrait  of  Berdie  1955 
Oil  on  canvas 


Rose  Castle  1945    Mixed  media 
Hotel  du  Nord  1953   Mixed  media 

Thunderbird  1951-52 
Bronze  on  steel 

Pastorale  1950    Terra  cotta 

Hudson  River  Landscape  1951 

Welded  steel 
Lectern  Sentinel  1961 

Stainless  steel 
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